Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 V AT, LET 00501 I11624Z 
45 

ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EA-07 ISO-OO IOE-OO SAJ-01 OMB-01 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AF-08 ARA-06 NEA-10 
/105 W 

063859 

P R 1 1 1528Z MAY 76 

FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6800 

INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 0591 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, MT, KS, JA, US 

SUB J : MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: POSSIBLE DEBATE ON THE KOREAN 
ITEM IN THE 3 1ST UNGA 

REF: (A) STATE 098185, (B) ROME 7467, (C) VALLETTA 0585 

1 . DRAWING HEAVILY ON REF A, WE CONVENED CORE GROUP 
REPRESENTATIVES HERE (GERMAN AMBASSADOR HAUTHAL AND ACTING 
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER WYATT) MAY 1 1 FOR DISCUSSION OF 
MOST DESIREABLE WAY OF APPROACHING GOM ON KOREAN QUESTION. 
BRITISH HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS ALONG LINES REF (A); 

GERMANS HAD NOT. 

2. WE RE-EXAMINED GOM'S HISTORY OF STRONG SUPPORT FOR (AND 
CO-SPONSORSHIP OF) HOSITLE RESOLUTION IN PAST YEARS, AND 
NOTED THAT OUR OWN REPEATED DEMARCHES LAST FALL HAD FAILED 
TO CHANGE MALTESE POSITION (75 VALLETTA 1124). NEITHER 
GERMANS NOR BRITISH HAVE MADE ANY REPRESENTATIONS TO THE 
MALTESE ON THIS SUBJECT. IN THE LIGHT OF THE INCREASINGLY 
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CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN NORTH KOREA AND MALTA AND THE 
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EFFUSIVE AND CONTINUING PRAISE OF THE FORMER IN THE 
MALTESE PRESS, WE RELUCTANTLY AGREED THAT WESTERN DEMARCHES 
ON THIS SUBJECT ARE NOT LIKELY TO SUCCEED. THE GERMANS 
AND BRITISH ARE NOT INCLINED TO MAKE DEMARCHES THIS YEAR 
IN WHAT THEY REGARD AS AN EXERCISE IN FUTILITY, BUT 
WE INDICATED WE WOULD AGAIN BE DOING SO AS PORT OF WHAT 
HAS BECOME A CONTINUING DIALOGUE. GOM IS FULLY AWARE OF 
THE IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO THE KOREAN QUESTION. 

3. ALL OF US AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT THE JAPANESE OFFER 
OUTLINED IN REF B SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED. WE BELIEVE SUCH 
A DEMARCHE BY A MAJOR ASIAN POWER (FROM WHOM MINTOFF IS 
HOPEFUL OF OBTAINING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE) WOULD CARRY FAR 
MORE WEIGHT THAN APPROACHES BY THE CORE GROUP MEMBERS. 

4. UNLESS DEPARTMENT PERCEIVES OBJECTION, THEREFORE, WE 
SUGGEST THAT JAPANESE EMBASSY IN ROME BE ENCOURAGED TO 
SUEND AN OFFICER FOR CONSULTATIONS WITH THE MALTESE ON 
THIS QUESTION. TACTICALLY, WE THINK IT MIGHT BE BETTER 

IF JAPANESE APPROACH WERE MADE BEFORE OUR OWN. OTHERWISE, 
MALTESE WILL ASSUME WE HAVE PRIMED THE JAPANESE TO UNDERTAKE 
THIS EFFORT AND PERHAPS WRITE IT OFF AS AMERICAN INSTIGATED. 

WE WOULD THAN FOLLOW THE JAPANESE WITH OUR OWN DEMARCHE 
WELL BEFORE THE COLOMBO MEETING. 

5. RE TIMING OF THE JAPANESE APPROACH, WE THINK THE SOONER 
THE BETTER. MOST OF OUR DEMARCHES HAVE BEEN TO FOREIGN 
SECRETARY MAURICE ABELA, BUT SOME HAVE ALSO BEEN MADE 
(OR REPEATED) TO ROVING MALTESE AMBASSADOR (TO THE 

UN, US, EEC ETC) JOSEPH ATTARD KINGSWELL. RE 
PREVIOUS CONSULTATIONS WITH EMBASSY VALLETTA, WHILE WE 
WOULD WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH THE JAPANESE 
EMBOFF, IT MIGHT AGAIN BE BETTER TACTICALLY FOR THE 
JAPANESE TO BE ABLE TO TELL THE MALTESE INITIALLY THAT 
THEY HAD NOT RPT NOT CONSULTED WITH US BEFORE HAND. 

OTHERWISE, WE SEE THE SAME RISK OUTLINED IN PARA 4 ABOVE. 

WE WOULD OF COURSE APPRECIATE SEEING THE EMBOFF AFTER 
HIS TALKS WITH THE MALTESE. ON OR BEFORE MAY 17, 

CONTACT IN EMBASSY WOULD BE THE AMBASSADOR, AFTER THAT, 

UNTIL EARLY JUNE, CHARGE WIGGINS. 
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6. COMMENT: WHILE WE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF CORE GROUP 
WELCOME THE JAPANESE OFFER, NONE OF US BELIEVE THAT THE 
MALTESE POSITION ON THE KOREAN QUESTION IS LIKELY TO 
CHANGE AS A RESULT. AS WE REPORTED LAST FALL, MINTOFF’S 
SUPPORT OF THE NORTH KOREANS IS FIRM AND EFFUSIVE. WE 
NEVERTHELESS BELIEVE IT USEFUL TO LET THE MALTESE KNOW 
THAT IT IS NOT ONLY THE US THAT IS CONCERNED OVER THIS 
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